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Colour Is the Keyboard
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The name may not be instantly familiar,
but there are a number of images in this
Polish graphic designer’s
retrospective that almost certainly will
be: his poster for the Polish release of
Hitcheock's ‘Vertigo', for one, that
depictsa stark, monochrome skull
emblazoned with dizzying, concentric
circles—or perhaps his magazine cover
satirising the Cold Wararmsrace, with

its colourful cartoon of Sovietand
American superheroesas identical
mirror-images of each other.

It's this sortof visual acuity that
made Cieslewiczsorenowned among
other designers. Tobegin with, he
worked on pioneering posters, using
surrealist montage and juxtaposition.
Then, following his move to Parisin
1963, and while working for both
fashion magazines and leftist
periodicals, he developed a simpler,
brighter, pop-orientated style. Later
still, he was to experiment with the
constructivism of his Soviet forehears
and, perhaps most effectively of all, he
refined his photomontage technique,
mixing together bits from old master
paintings and glossy magazines to
formgothic-tinged images full of
enchantment and transformation.

Extensiveas theexhibition is, it
could dowith more explanation and
discussion, eitheras wall-texts orin
the catalogue — budgetry constraints,
presumably —yetit's frustrating not to
know why, for instance, Cieslewicz
repeatedly fixated upon pictures of
skulls throughout his career. On the
other hand, letting images speak for
themselvesis what his work wasall
about, asa final display of pages from
his own, posthumously published
magazine reveals, with their dense,
dark miscellany of appropriated
imagery, Gabriel Coxhead
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The titleof this summer group show
comes from Kandinsky's mixed
metaphor for thesynaesthesiceffectshe
experienced when seeing colours as
visual equivalentsof musical notes,
While Kandinsky saw differenthues
whenplaying thekeys ofa piano, [could
only muster therefrain from TCan Sing
aRainbow' while taking in this
chromaticspread.

Each of theworksherehasone
predominant colour and the galleries are
arrangedroughly in the sequenceofa
colourwheel. So we have Arabella
Hope's pinky-red paintand fabric
representationof a bathroom leading on

to Albert Irvin's dark-red-over-orange

\ abstract from 1976, followed by Alan

Davie'sbusy, but mostly orange canvas

from 1964. Next comes Andres
Serrano’s large photographic portraitof
Russian Orthodox Bishop Mercurius,
wearing elaborate yellow robes,and so
on,upto Lucy Stein’s expressive
painting with its strong purple-violets,

Of course, coloursare alsoassociated
with states and emotions —red for
danger, green for calm, for example, so
it'sinteresting to see the more figurative
warks going against this, The jovially
proportioned Bishopmay be
resplendent insunny gold but hiseyes
are troubledand sad, while the small
boy at the centre of Carolina Raquel
Antich'spainting issurrounded by asea
of melancholy blue, yet epitomises the
dreamy, carefree innocence of
childhood. Tomix the metaphors even
more, the artists heremay be singinga
rainbow, but they're all doingittoa
different tune. Helen Sumpter

ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART
GULBENKIAN GALLERIES
KENSINGTON GORE
LONDON SW7 2EU
MON-SAT 11AM-7PM

FREE ENTRY

FREE. No booking reguired.

16 JULY - 7 AUGUST 2010
FRI16 JULY TAM-5.30PM

SATURDAY 31 JULY 2-3 pm: EXHIBITION TOUR Curators
Andrzej Klimowski and David Crowley will lead 2 tour of the show,

WEDNESDAY 4 AUGUST 2-4 pm: “COLLAGE" A workshop for
childrer (4-14 vears) lad by George
Household desian studio. Children will have the chance to explore
the technigues of making images with collage

FREE. Please book in advance, email rsvpi polishculture.org.uk
(or by leaving your name at the entrance of the exhibition).

All events take place in the Upper and Lower Gulbenkian Galleries
at the Royal College of Art. Kensington Gore, London, SW7 2EU.
For more information visit www.palishculture.org.uk
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Wu and Saran Gottlieb of

PaLisk
..UL[HH

Adam Mickiewicz Institute

CULTUREGPL

POLSKA! YEAR

Mare information on www.polishculture.org.uk

'Julyﬁg—August_ﬂb_OiD www.ﬂnmut.m/lnndom




